BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 23 February 2026, at 7:30pm, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH

Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor Louise Croasdale, Vice Chair
		Councillor John Baldwin
Councillor Jane Greenway?
		Councillor Cath Singleton
		Councillor John Swann	
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

128.	Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Pauline McGovern, Bill Nelson and Barbara Robinson. Quoracy was confirmed.

129.	Disclosure of personal or prejudicial interests
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared a personal interest in Items 7 and 8.

130.	Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 12 January 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

The Chair also advised that all the actions agreed at the last meeting had been undertaken by the Clerk.

131. Adjournment: Public Participation Session

No members of the public were present.

132. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Catholic Church and Parish Hall
Following its site visit on 12 February, the Council has agreed to continue its support for the Halls User Group as it progresses its application for charitable status. Given the indicative 20‑week timescale involved, maintaining momentum on this important step is essential for the long‑term stability and sustainability of the Hall. 
To avoid diverting focus from the accreditation process, the Council will provide advisory support throughout this period and will remain engaged as a constructive partner. 

Once charitable status has been achieved, the Council would be open to considering small grant opportunities in the future, where appropriate, to help strengthen the Group’s capacity and ensure the Halls continue to serve the community effectively. The Council would also look to holding one of its Council meetings at the venue.
133. Police Liaison
No further updates had been received. The Clerk would make additional contact to request attendance at a future meeting. Considering recent increases in anti‑social behaviour within the village—specifically incidents involving young people driving at excessive speeds and colliding with walls and ditches—the Council requested that the Clerk seek the attendance of the Community Beat Manager at an upcoming meeting.

134. Brindle Community Hall
The Chair confirmed that the vegetation at the entrance to the Community Hall had been cut back to improve drivers’ visibility when exiting the car park.

United Utilities had carried out temporary works to the rear of the Community Hall to reduce the discharge of sewage into the brook. The large blue tanks currently in place are understood to be a semi‑permanent arrangement, with planting and screening proposed to lessen their visual impact. This planting has not yet been implemented, and the Management Committee continues to monitor the situation.

135. Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Report
A meeting of the LALC Chorley Area Committee was held on 16 February, where agenda items included the new Food Waste Service and pothole issues. County Councillor John Clemson attended to provide a Highways update and responded to questions on potholes, flooding, and other highways‑related matters. He also advised that he would shortly be holding a surgery at Clayton Green.

The Chair encouraged members of the Council to take up the various training opportunities recently circulated by the Clerk. LALC had produced a full year’s programme, with courses offered either free of charge or for a nominal fee covered by the Parish Council’s training budget. Most sessions were delivered online during the evenings.

136. Chorley Borough Council/Lancashire County Council Update
(a) Chorley Council had completed works at Denham Quarry, including the clearance of paths and repairs to fencing. Members expressed appreciation for the improvements but were concerned that some historical features, particularly sections of stone walling, had been removed during the works. The improvements had been promoted on social media as part of the Council’s Big Impact initiative, with Parish Councillor Pauline McGovern appearing in the photographs in her Borough Councillor capacity. Members felt that earlier communication with the Parish Council would have helped avoid the loss of these heritage features, and the Clerk was asked to raise these concerns with the relevant officers at Chorley Council to support better liaison on future projects.

(b) The next meeting of the Chorley Liaison is on 18 March 2026, with agenda items to be submitted by 6 March.

(c) A planning training session on Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) was scheduled for 3 March 2026 at Chorley Town Hall, which the Chair and the Clerk would be attending.


137. Planning Reports
The meeting discussed recent planning applications with no observations made.

138. Parish Finance

(a) Accounts payable and income received.
The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation:
	Details:
	Amount:

	D Scambler
	Clerks’ salary – February 2026
	£520.00

	D Scambler
	Mileage – February 2026
	£17.55

	HMRC
	Tax & NI contributions – February 2026
	£164.95

	Brindle Hall Committee
	Hire of Hall (February)
	£20.00



The Council considered the purchase of replacement adult pads for the defibrillator located in the former telephone box on Top ’O’th Lane, Brindle, along with the purchase of an additional set of paediatric pads suitable for children under eight years of age. Following discussion, the Council agreed to award a grant of £100 towards the cost of both the replacement adult pads and the paediatric pads.

The Council noted the bank balance as of 30 January 2026 as £24,178.19.

(b) A new Unity Trust Bank account had now been established. Arrangements were in place for all funds to be transferred from the previous Co‑operative Bank account during March. The Chair, Vice‑Chair and Clerk had been confirmed as authorised signatories on the new account.

139. Environmental Issues and Concerns

(a) The Clerk had raised the issue of repeated flooding on Pippin Street with County Councillor Clemson and was scheduled to attend the MP’s surgery to raise the matter with Sir Lindsay Hoyle, to escalate concerns and seek progress on remedial action.

(b) Residents who attended the previous meeting regarding broken stiles along the Cuckoo Walks footpaths had submitted several photographs to evidence the extent of the issue, despite having been advised to report the defects directly via the Love Clean Streets LCC app. The difficulty for the Clerk was identifying the exact locations of the stiles shown. The Clerk would circulate the photographs to members of the Council to establish whether anyone could assist in pinpointing their locations.

(c) The Clerk reported that the missing Denham Lane sign has now been replaced.

(d) The Council had received a complaint regarding flooding at the Arms Houses development, which the Clerk had reported via the Love Clean Streets app but which remained outstanding. It was noted that flooding at this location was a longstanding issue due to the site levels. The Clerk would feed this information back to the complainant.

140. Parish Council Projects

The Chair advised that he had now walked the route and that most of the intended works had already been completed by Lancashire County Council’s PROW team. It was noted that part of the funding previously received from the Council was intended for the design of promotional literature for the walk, which the Parish Council remained committed to producing. The Clerk would contact the Council to enquire whether the remaining funds could be used to support repairs to other stiles and pathways, including those recently reported along the Cuckoo Walks.

141. Date of next meeting
Monday 16 March 2026, at Brindle Community Hall commencing at 7.30pm.
							
The meeting ended at 8.45pm
